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SUBJECT: GENEVA GROUP: NEW DIRECTIONS FOR THE ILO 
REF: STATE 67875 

1. SUMMARY: GENEVA GROUP (ILO) CONSIDERED SUBJECT UNDERTAKING AND 
NEW US APPROACH THERETO. ALTHOUGH SEVERAL GOVERNMENTS HAD QUESTIONS 
TO POSE, REVISED US POSITION CAUGHT THEM OFF BALANCE AND AUSTRALIA 
PROPOSAL FOR A THOROUGH REVIEW OF UNDERTAKING A GENEVA GROUP 
MEETING WITH REPS FROM CAPITALS ON JUNE 4 FOLLOWING THE EARLY 
DISTRIBUTION OF A NEW US PAPER WAS SUPPORTED ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY. 
INTEREST IN PROJECT APPEARS SINCERE AND PARTICIPATION IN DISCUSSION 

WAS LIVELY AND UNIVERSAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. GENEV GROUP (ILO) SESSION APRIL 5 CHAIRED BY US AND ATTEND- 
ED BY ALL MEMBERS AND OBSERVERS, EVERYONE OF WHOM PARTICIPATED^ 
LIVELY DISCUSSION OF SUBJECT. IN INTEREST FACILITATING AND STRUC- 
TURING DISCUSSION US PREPARED AND DISTRIBUTED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR 
TO MEETING A FIVE POINT DISCUSSION OUTLINE (COPY SENT IO/LAB, 

HEATER) AS FOLLOWS: I, STATEMENT OF PURPOSE; II, STUDY ASSIGNMENTS; 

HI, TIME SCHEDULE; IV, SUGGESTED PROCEDURES WITH SBHEADINGS (A), 
GOVERNMENTS AND (B), GENEVA GROUP; AND V, DISPOSITION OF COMPLETED 
REPORT. IN ADDITION TO THESE DISCUSSION HEADINGS OUTLINE CONTAIN- 
ED (UNDER I, STATEMENT OF PURPOSE) A ONE PARAGRAPH STATEMENT OF 
LATEST US INTERPRETATION OF PURPOSE AS CONTAINED REFTEL AND (UNDER 
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n, STUDY ASSIGNMENTS) A LIST OF THE 12 ORIGINAL STUDY AREAS WITH 
AN INDICATION OF GOVERNMENTS' CHOICES TO DATE. 
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3. AT OUTSET, US REP INFORMED GROUP OF LATEST US THINKING AS 

PER REFTEL UNDER EACH OF HEADINGS OF DISCUSSION OUTLINE. RECEPTION 
OF THIS STATEMENT WAS, AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, RATHER MIXED. 

4. FRANCE, FOR INSTANCE, EXPRESSED SURPRISE THAT TIME SCHEDULE OF 
UNDERTAKING WAS NOT GEARED FOR A REPORT TO THE 12TH CONSULTA- 
TION RATHER THAN TO THE ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL. (US AGREED THIS AS- 
PECT SHOULD BE GIVEN FURTHER CONSIDERATION). 

5. SWEDISH REP HAD RECEIVED LIST OF QUESTIONS TO POSE TO SESSION 
FROM STOCKHOLM BUT LATEST CONCEPT AND SCENARIO AS SUGGESTED BY US 
REP HAD OBVIATED SOME QUESTIONS AND APPEARED RAISE OTHERS AND THAT 
HE WOULD HAVE TO RETURN MATTER TO HIS CAPITAL FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE. 

BY AND LARGE HIS GOVERNMENT FAVORED LOOKING FOR NEW DIRECTIONS BUT 
WAS CONCERNED THAT PROIECT AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED MIGHT BE DUPLIC- 
ATION OF ILO STUDIES AND PLANS AND WOULD BE MISUNDERSTOOD. 

6. GERMANS AND IAPANESE INDICATED THEY PREPARED TO UNDERTAKE 
STUDY OF PROGRAM AREAS AS PROPOSED BUT THAT NEW US GUIDANCE RAISED 
CERTAIN QUESTIONS FOR WHICH THEY WOULD SEEK CLARIFICATION FROM 
THEIR GOVERNMENTS. 

7. AUSTRALIA (COOKE) SAID THAT HE HAD ONLY THAT DAY RECEIVED A 
MESSAGE FROM CANBERRA RAISING SEVERAL QUESTIONS ABOUT STUDY CONCEPT 
AND PROPOSING, IF QUESTIONS COULD BE SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED, THAT 
AUSTRALIA UNDERTAKE STUDY OF ITEM 3, STRENGTHENING OF LABOR ADMIN- 
ISTRATION. HOWEVER, NEW AMERICAN APPROACH SEEMED SUGGEST THAT 
MATTER SHOULD BE RE-THOUGHT, A NEW PAPER ISSUED BY THE US IN THE 

NEXT MONTH OR SO IN ORDER THAT THE WHOLE PROJECT COULD BE DIS- 
CUSSED SERIOUSLY AND IN DEPTH BY REPS FROM CAPITALS ON JUNE 4TH 
IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO OPENING OF LABOR CONFERENCE. 

8. BELGIUM INDICATED IN PREPARED TO PROCEED WITH ITS SECTION OF 
STUDY. HOPEFULLY LABOR STATISTICS. BUT ALSO SUPPORTED IDEA OF A 
NEW LOOK AT THE UNDERTAKING IN JUNE. IN FACT, BRUSSELS MIGHT BE 
WILLING TO COMMENCE STUDY AT ONCE AND REPORT PROGRESS AT THE MEETING 
IN JUNE WHERE THE GROUP MIGHT BE AIDED BY BELGIUM EXPERIENCE TO 

THAT DAT3. HE COULD NOT PROMISE THIS BUT WOULD EXPLORE POSSIBILITY 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 GENEVA 02233 081734Z 
WITH HIS GOVERNMENT. 

9. UK SAID NEW US APPROACH FRANKLY DID NOT CLARIFY ISSUE IN 
BRITISH VIEW. A STUDY OF THE EVALUATIVE TYPE AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED 
AT 1 1TH CONSULTATION WAS UNDERSTANDABLE AND THOUGH HIS GOVERNMENT 
HAD NOT YET FOUND THE MONEY, THEY HAD INTENDED TO HIRE A HIGHLY 
QUALIFIED CONSULTANT TO EXAMINE LABOR STATISTICS ISSUE. HOWEVER, 

NEW US APPROACH APPEARED MORE VAGUE AND UK SUPPORTED AUSTRALIA 
PROPOSAL FOR ANOTHER, NEW US PAPER AND THOROUGH EXAMINATION OF 
SUBJECT AT JUNE MEETING WITH REPS FROM CAPITALS. NMQU NETHERLANDS SAID 
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HIS GOVERNMENT WA 
EEEEEEEE 
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